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Hawai'i Alliance of Nonprofit Organizations

What Nonprofits Need to Know About Hawai‘i’s
New Online Fundraising Law
Act 108 (2025) takes effect July 1, 2026

The Bottom Line:

Hawai'i's new law primarily regulates online fundraising platforms, not nonprofits.
Most nonprofits will not need to change how they register with the Hawai'i

Attorney General (AG), or change how they fundraise online. But all nonprofits must
remain in good standing with the AG’s charity registry to continue receiving
donations through fundraising platforms.

What is it: Act 108 (2025) updates Hawai'i’s rules for online fundraising
Effective date:  July1, 2026

Who's imPaCted= Online fundraising platforms (e.g. crowdfunding platforms, peer-to-peer tools, donation portals)

Platform fees:  $250/year registration fee paid by fundraising platforms, not nonprofits

Why passed: Concerns about unverified fundraising campaigns following the 2023 Maui wildfires
Platform Essentials Which platforms are covered?
@&  Annual registration with the Any internet-based service that

AG ($250 fee) facilitates donations may be covered,
including:
Q Only suppqrt nonprofits in « Crowdfunding sites (e.g.
good standing GoFundMe, etc.)
@  Get nonprofit consent before « Peer-to-peer fundraising tools
K 4 using its name « Social media fundraising features
« Embedded donati idget
Clearly disclose fees, gift mbedas ona. 1on widgets
A distribution, and tax operated by a third party
deductibility « Charity round-up programs at
A~ checkout
Keep donations in separate
THT accounts Note: Nonprofits accepting donations
- only through their own websites
S Distribute funds promptly generally are not regulated as

fundraising platforms
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Provide donor tax receipts
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Recommended Action Steps for Nonprofits:

Verify Your Registration Status: Confirm your organization is registered and
in good standing with the Hawai‘i Attorney General’s charity registry.

Review Annual Filings: Ensure all required financial reports and annual
filings are current and complete.

Audit Your Online Fundraising Tools: Create an inventory of all fundraising
platforms your organization uses.

Monitor Platform Communications: Watch for updated platform
agreements, verification requests, or consent forms.

Review Contracts with Paid Fundraisers: Confirm fundraising contracts
comply with disclosure requirements.

Brief Leadership and Staff: Ensure board members and leadership teams
understand the law and its implications.

Stay Updated: Monitor future guidance and implementation rules from the
Attorney General’s office.

Contact & Resources: I Disclaimer:
Hawai‘i Attorney General’s Office Tax This fact sheet is for informational
& Charities Division purposes only and does not constitute

legal advice. Organizations should
ATG.Charities@Hawaii.gov consult qualified legal counsel or the
(808) 586-1480 Attorney General’s office regarding their
ag.hawaii.gov/tax specific circumstances.
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